
Annual Luncheon 2022  

Over 50 U3A members and their guests enjoyed delicious food, a variety of 
entertainments and good company at our annual luncheon.  

The entertainment was provided by several classes. To start, Retro Jukebox 
singers had the audience singing along. Then the Poetry Group preformed a 
witty poem about shoes, followed by some of Carol Nugent’s original poetry. 
Her wicked sense of humour was as entertaining as usual. Members of the 
Conversational French class performed a humorous skit and Heidi Kath 
entertained with a violin recital.  

We had a Lucky Door prize and raffles, raising funds for next year. Many 
thanks for the generosity of the donors of these prizes:  
Gympie Motor Group for a $250 car service voucher, 
Gympie RSL for 4 x $50 vouchers,  
Bunnings Gympie for 2 x $50 vouchers,  
Nestle Australia for a Gift Basket of goodies, 
Tony Perrett MP for an Electric Pepper Mill, 
Chrissy Anderton for a bottle of Baileys 
and 
Deans Ice Worx for a water feature for the Lucky Door prize. 

“I had a wonderful time”;  “Great meal and entertainment”; and “Amazing 
range of raffle prizes”; we’re just some of the comments from those 
attending the annual luncheon. 

December 2022



PHOTOS - Previous page shows Retro Jukebox Singers entertaining diners. 
This page top row shows Heidi Kath bowing her violin, Tanda Webb enjoying 
the music and Retro Jukebox Singers Facilitator Margaret in full voice. 
Lower photo shows a number of diners chatting while eagerly awaiting their 
meals. 

Happy Birthday! 

To all members 
celebrating 

their birthday this 
month.



Thank You Mary  
Unfortunately long serving member Mary Inman wasn’t able to make it to the 
annual luncheon. It was intended to present Mary with a very nice floral 
arrangement in recognition of her significant contribution, filling several 
committee positions over the years.  

President Greg Jones thanked Mary for her efforts and wished her well for the 
future. The audience joined with the president in a round of applause for 
Mary. Greg showed the audience the magnificent floral arrangement which 
was later delivered to Mary at her home. 

U3A Needs You! 
Have you considered becoming a tutor? 
A tutor is a guide, a facilitator. A tutor has an interest or a skill or a 
knowledge base they are willing to share with others. This may be from 
your working life, from your hobbies or from your life skills. 

It would be wonderful if we 
could offer some new classes 
in 2023. Topics we haven’t 
covered before. Whatever you 
can offer, there are likely to be 
people keen to share, to learn. 
Tutoring is a positive 
experience and much easier 
than you think. You may even 
make some new friends.
Give Denice, our Class 
Coordinator, a call and have a 
chat about becoming a Tutor 
in 2023. 

Don’t delay, call today.
—————————————————————————————————————
Class Coordinator Denice McDougall can be contacted by phone 0490 757 
458 or email classes@u3agympie.com for all enquiries. 
————————————————————————————————————— 

Brain Teaser 
What letter is next in this sequence? 

O - T - T - F - F - S - S - E - ?



President’s Notes 
1. Launching a new system for memberships and classes in 2023 
What is it? 
The system we are introducing is called MyU3A. It has been developed 
exclusively for U3As. There are many groups around Australia using MyU3A. 
Implementing this system will make managing memberships and classes 
much easier. 
What will be different? 
You will be able to join, renew your membership, view and edit your details, 
sign-up for classes and pay on-line. That’s of course if you want to. Otherwise 
we will be happy to do it for you. 
Tutors will also be able to use the system to advise class members about any 
changes etc. 
How will it work? 
 Keep a watch for an email with your password and details of how to use the 
system. Your ID will be your membership number. The system will be 
accessed via links on our website. 
What if I’m not very computer literate? 
We will do the computer work for you. 

2. Actively seeking Home Base 
We are still seeking a permanent home for U3A Gympie. A number of 
possibilities have been pursued unfortunately without success so far. Please 
tell us if you know of a lead we can follow up. 

Carer Gateway 
Carer Gateway is an Australian Government program providing free services 
and support for carers. 
Carer Gateway was designed by carers for carers. If you care for a family 

member or friend with a disability, 
a medical condition, a mental 
illness, or who is frail due to age, 
then Carer Gateway can help you. 
We work with experienced service 
providers who put carers at the 
centre of what they do. 
We’re here to help, no matter 
where you live or who you care 
for. 

https://www.carergateway.gov.au/services-and-support
https://www.carergateway.gov.au/services-and-support


Family History & Genealogy  
Do you have unanswered questions about your ancestors? Where did they 
come from? When did they come? Why did they settle where they did? What 
work did they engage in? What stories can they tell? 

Names and dates are a good starting point, but it is the stories which bring 
family history to life. 

A few good yarns have certainly come to light through this class. There’s the 
story of the Actress, the Barmaid and the Vicar or the tale of an unfortunate 
poaching incident which led to a death and transportation. We have a tale of 
shipwrecked ancestors on King Island, and the story of Great Aunt Pauline 
who gassed herself because of the goings-on of husband, Horrible Horace.  

At times we must grapple with common names. How many John Flynns from 
Ireland can there be? Married to a Catherine? So goes the family history 
adventure trail! 

Through this class you will: 
•Develop new skills to help you 
plan and organise your research 
•Become familiar with a range of 
free research tools to help 
achieve your goals 
•Learn how to communicate and 
collaborate with others 
•Begin to record your family tree 
in a way that can be shared with 
others. 

The class has an established group of researchers, but new faces are very 
welcome, no matter where you are in your family history quest.  
Barbara Dobson 
Tutor 2022 
————————————————————————————————————— 

Bendigo Bank 
BSB 633 000 

Account Name: U3A Gympie Inc 
Account Number: 156 399 636  

In the description and/or reference fields, please note your name and the 
purpose of the payment, then notify the Treasurer by email 

to treasurer@u3agympie.com or by voicemail or text to 0417 433 034  
————————————————————————————————————— 



Open Day 
In January 2020 U3A Gympie had what was described by many as “the best 
Open Day ever”. Then COVID struck. Open Day became a time to hurry in, 
keep your distance, sign up for classes and hurry back home. Well, COVID is 
still around, but widespread vaccinations and some common sense 
precautions mean Open Day 2023 can be more relaxed, informative and 
enjoyable. 
It will be held on Wednesday 11th January, at Gympie Bowls Club. We will 
showcase what we do in U3A. We will introduce some new classes. We will 
have a number of guest speakers on topics relevant to our members. It will 
be more than just a sign-on day. It will be an opportunity for you to discover 
a new activity to try and perhaps for you to invite potential members along. 

Photo shows some members of one of our two Aquarobics classes.  

—————————————————————————————————————
Thank you! 

U3A Gympie wishes to acknowledge and thank State Member for 
Gympie, Tony Perrett MP, for the assistance from his office in printing 

our Notices and Newsletters. 

Brain Teaser Solution 
N 

The sequence is the first letter of the first 8 numerals when spelled out. The next 
letter is N for Nine. 

(One - Two - Three - Four - Five - Six - Seven - Eight) 



From the Class Coordinator  
We have finally come to the end of the year and what a year, one term 
closed, disrupted classes with Covid and illness and a committee of few 
struggling to keep it together. 
The future looks so much brighter - a new, energised committee with new 
ideas. I am also planning some new classes with more details as they are 
finalised for Open Day.  
I have 3 members interested in a drama class, and need a facilitator for this 
class. This class could take their plays into nursing homes for entertainment 
like we do with Retro Jukebox. Open for any other ideas members might 
have. 
I am sure you will express your thanks to your Tutors for all their time and 
experience with a luncheon or get together. Without Tutors we would have no 
U3A. 
Covid is still with us but I think we have finally learned to live with it within 
our own health limits. 
Best Wishes for good health, friendship and a Merry Christmas to all. 
Denice McDougall
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